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Convention Explanation. 

Number eight, current volume 
of Evanoeubt, contains tho call 
for ft convention of the Brethren 
church, and MW, in number 
eleven, comes »n article contain- 
ing ft string of questions con- 
cerning the convention, tho num- 
ber of which has only been 
circumscribed by the writer'! 
supposed capacity of the Fub- 
liabiog House to fnruiah interro- 
gation points tor bis questions. 
The committee had been enjoin- 
ed to allow plenty of time to pre- 
pare tor the convention — that 
there was much to be done and 
much time was required to make 
the needed preparation. 

The writer was forcibly im- 
pressed with the thought, in 
reading the interrogations allud- 
ed to that while the committee 
did give plenty of time to pre- 
pare, they also gave plenty of 
time for the readers ot tbe Evas- 
Ob-list to forget all about th« con- 
vention. It it only takes three 
weeks to forget the principal 
part of the committee's work, it 
may be entirely forgotten in six 
months. 

The slayer ot the interrogation 
points in No. eleven should re- 
member that he will be expected 
to deliver two speeches, at least, 
on two very important subjects. 
One of the subjects assigned to 
him will permit him to explain 
"how to get the food iu the 
rack," and with his well known 
intelligence, and with the amount 
of time he has before him for 
preparation and consecration ot 
himself to his work, he should 
be able to explain the matter so 
well that it would no longer be ft 
debatable question after he gets 
through with his explanation. 
Others also have subjects assign- 
ed ; only a few of them have re- 
sponded that they are willing to 
comply with the request ot the 
committee. 

All should respond so that 
others could be substituted in 
case those appointed could not 
perform the part assigned them. 
Tbe question, "Is it to be s 
mass convention or a delegated 
conference ?" may have been oc- 
casioned by want of clearness in 
the wording of the call, rather 
than forgetfulneas, but certainly 
this paragraph, referring to "who 
shall go to the convention, min 
iaters or laymen," should not be 
misunderstood ; 

•'4th. That the delegates need 
not be confined to the ministers 
or elders, and that the sisters as 
well as the brethren shall have ft 
voice in its deliberations." 

Whether tbe convention be 
called s mass or ft delegated cod 
vsution can make but little dif- 


ference, but it is important that 
it be fully understood that it is 
expected that the congregations 
send delegates to represent tbem 
at the convention ; and the com- 
mittee wanted to give the assur- 
ance to all others, brethren and 
listers, that they would be recog- 
nized ss oo -workers, and would 
have a voice in the work ot the 
convention. Alter the conven- 
tion meets it may be thought 
best to ssk the members present 
outside ot the delegates, to or- 
ganize, and be themselves repre- 
sented by a certain number of 
delegates. This might be though 
necessary to be done out of ft 
spirit of fairness to the congrega- 
tione who have sent delegates, 
but the committee thought beat 
to make no such ruling. * 

To forestall the works of the 
convention is not within the 
province of any one, nor is it per- 
haps in the , power ot any one ; 
but any one who chooses may 
try his hand in forecasting its 
work, and his success as a. fore- 
caster, will depend upon hie abil- 
ity to produce logical and scrip- 
tural arguments for hie forecast- 
ings. 

Neither is there any thing to 
hinder any one from sending 
"queries" to the convention, but 
whether they will be acted upon 
or not will depend on their fitness; 
to be decided by the convention. 
The committee selected, from 
the reasons assigned by those 
wbo favored s convention, (con- 
tained in the letters received by 
it) what they considered legiti- 
mate matter for such a conven- 
tion, and have published the 
same in the "call." The com- 
mittee considered that if nothing 
more were presented than what 
is mentioned in the call, that 
alone would serve as a sufficient 
reason why a convention should 
be held. But many of the letters 
received, in additiou to reasons as- 
signed by tbe writers iu intelligi- 
ble language why a convention 
should be held, appended a 
string of 4c, Ac, and etc., etc., 
which might have exhausted the 
stock ot these characters in the 
Publishing House to publish 
them in the committee's call, and 
would not have made the call 
any more instructive. They 
were therefore omitted. It 
might be in place for those who 
suggested these characters as ar- 
guments in favor ot a convention 
to explain what they meant by 
them. 

The majority of the corre- 
spondence and a majority ot the 
committee lavored Milford J unc- 
tion as the place for tbe Conven- 
tion. Tbe Brethren church at 
Milford are highly pleased with 
the action of the committee in 
this respect. Ashland would, no 
doubt have been a better place 
in some respects. Milford is 
good enough, providing it can 
afford facilities to feed and lodge 
comfortably and economically, 
one thousand or more people. 
If this cannot be done, the com- 
mittee should be informed soon 
(the sooner tbe better) and the 
location can he changed to Ash- 
land at once. Tbe committee 
delegated the power to do so to 
Elder Stump and Yoder before 
it adjourned. 

There may not be one thousand 
to entertain and there may be 
double that number ; but the pos- 
sibilities as well as the probabili- 
ties should be considered. The 
brethren at Milford must assume 
the entire responsibility ; if they 
cannot do this they should in- 


form the committee and the loca- 
tion will be changed to tbe place 
where there will be no question 
regarding the ability to entertain. 
Under "Things in Genersi, 
Borne Things in Particular," also 
in No. 11, are said some very good 
things, but the compositor and 
proof reader blundered by put- 
ting one d more into the signa- 
ture than belonged there, and 
the writer was not very "partic- 
ular" when he said that the con- 
vention did not consider ua iu 
the East The convention hsa 
not yet been beld, brother ; bat 
the committee took the East in 
consideration, but did not forget 
that there were churches in Cali- 
fornia and Oregon, as well as in 
Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

Our western brethren argued 
to ua that the eastern churches 
were generally rich and the 
western members were poor, and 
one brother insisted that the 
committee should locate the con 
vention in Kansas, the geo- 
graphical oenter of the U. B. The 
committee also had an elaborate 
argument before it by a worthy 
brother from Ind., asd who 
wanted the convention located 
at South Beud, Ind., rather than 
at Ashland, and showed by fig 
ures what the additional expense 
would be for 1000 members to go 
from Indiana to Ashland. There 
is a west to the Brethren church 
as well a-* so east when you con- 
sider things in general and some 
things in particular. 

Now we will yet say that we 
have noticed that the sisters are 
at work ; and "generally" Bpeak- 
ing, they are not more "particu- 
lar" about their work than the 
brethren, and if the brethren 
don't go to work and prepare 
themselves for the work of the 
convention, instead of finding 
fault in general and forgetting 
some things in particular, they 
(the sisters) will capture this 
convention, as their siep- sisters 
did the Mexico Annual Meeting. 
Perhaps they will anyway. 

Y. 


an ex- 


Bro. Kiefsr baa written 
oellent article on Spiritualism. 
It is full of pomts and shows 
plainly that the Modern Spirit- 
ualism ia largely from eaten. We 
are to judge the tree by its fruits, 
sad what fruits have we that 
this religion la from God T 

One of oar associates writes an 
interesting article on the Conven- 
tion, which opens tins important 
subject for oo aside ration. 

Here we will take occasion to 
any that the convention subject 
is a most weighty one, and de- 
mands our prayerful considera- 
tion. Now, when woxsay weighty 
and demands our prayerful contid* 
eration, we mean all that the 
words imply ; and we warn tbe 
brethren that in the confedera- 
tion of the subject it is their duty 
to Ood and to ua younger preach- 
ers and the church to write sober- 
ly, piously and righteously about 
this subject that is terrible to 
angels, and let no attempt be 
made to get smart in writing up- 
on this solemn matter. 

This convention ia called for 
the purpose of doing the Lord's 
work, for strengthening confi- 
dence which is greatly needed, 
to encourage harmony, to system- 
atise work, to qnicken onr be 
nevolenoe in behalf of the cause 
and toward the brethren. If any 
man or brother goes there to- 
soy other purpose, Ood will send 
him sway confounded, filled 
with shame and covered with 
disgrace. God will not be in 
any convention that is not set for 
the defense of his gospel. 

We wonder whether Bro. Mc- 
Faden did not think that hymn 
books with notes, organs, bells, 
and a hundred other things used 
by reliigions people, are not as 
old as single immersion T 


Elder Jacob K. FlanssriB 
In now Fairmont Cftv. Pa, He la the 
resident minister ot tbe Bed Bank eon- 
gregerioo. 


From Norton Co., Ism. 

Tbe saints at Rockwell City 
have been greatly rejoicing of 
late, over tbe fact that souls have 
been saved from past sins. 

On the last day of February, 
Elder 0, Forney came to ua and 
faithfully worked in the vineyard 
nearly two weeks, to the beat 
satisfaction of our membership, 
and also those wbo are "not of 
us." The Lord's flock ia much 
revived, and we administered the 
rite of baptism to seven souls, 
and we reclaimed two, and also 
received into fellowship, , five 
souls, from tbe German Baptist 
ranks, who were anxious to lay 
aside man-made creeds, and cov- 
enant anew to live faithful to 
the gospel alone. These mem- 
bers are of good repute, and do 
add much to the strength of the 
church at this place. 

May God receive all the glory, 
and Bro. F. our hearty thanks 
for his much needed help. 

This congregation also has 
arranged so Bro. F. shall preach 
for us the 4th Sunday of each 
month this year. May God bless 
him, so he will be able and will- 
ing to do hie work well. 

M. LlCHTY. 


EDITORIAL ITEMS. 


When ordering achange in address, 
be careful to give the old address with 
tbe new. 


Bro. B. K. Binkley, of Huntington 
Ind., writes that the Conservatives «re 
uniting with them In holding Sabbath 
school. This is a return to better 
things. There Is no reason why they 
should not do eo everywhere. 


A Good Paper. 

In our estimation, this number 
is a very good paper. The arti 
cle from the Philadelphia church 
will be interesting, and we com- 
mend it is a model article of its 
character. It is written in an 
excellent style, and it breathes a 
Christian spirit throughout, and 
ie not a conglomeration of facts, 
fancies, denunciations, censures 
and condemnations, like articles 
on such themes sometimes are. 
It was written by the Secretary 
of the churcb, but be did not pat 
his name to it and we did not 
take the liberty to add it. It 
was eeut to as in the name of tbe 
church. 

There are several articles of 
correspondence that are interest- 
ing, especially the one from 
Carletou, Neb. 

On the inside, the young folks 
are having a royal time, and 
there are no signs of a lull yet. 
There ie in the young folk's 
drawer enough letters to fill two 
or three pages and Uncle Joe and 
Aunt Laura are awakening out 
of their slumber and will have 
something to say next week to 
the young writers. 

The article by Bro. Copp, on 
the inside ia excellent. He 
writes in a pure and humble style 
and we prise his productions 
highly for their spirit of true de- 
votion and freedom from coarse- 
ness, cheap smartness and tinges 
I of vanity. 


The Lutheran c I lurches of tbe world 
that speak the English Language are 
publishing a common book of worship, 
or one that will be need by all the 
churches. The advantages to be se- 
cured Is uniformity In the order of 
church services. It would be a good 
thing for the Brethren to write about 
a program of servios; or for several of 
the leading ministers to give their or- 
£r. We do not favor a stereotyped or- 
der otssrvlces, but it would be an ad- 
vantage to have a standard order of 
ssrvlce known to all the churches, so 
tint when a minister goes into a strange 
congregation, he Is not enttrelv at sea 
as to ths ordsr of service to be follow- 
ed. How many of the brethren will 
write to ua their usual order ot con- 
ducting regular meetings 1 We would 
like to hear from Bro. Bhsver, Ster- 
ling, VTampler, Bauman, Snagey, Beer, 
and as many more as will write. 

In behalf of the Board of Trustees, 
we would remind all who have sub- 
scribed to the College, to remit the 
same as soon as possible, as there srs 
claims that must be paid soon. 

The third number of the luoesti^oior 
will be mailed this week. It is full of 
well-written articles, and contains 32 
pages as usual. During tbe year, it 
will make a book of almost 4S0 pages of 
choice reading matter of much value 
t* students of tbe Bible. Sent to any 
address for 60 cents per year. Back 
numbers supplied. 

Tbe veteran seed-grower, Mr. 3. J. 
H. Gregory, of Marblehead, Mass., 
Issues this year a rare catalogue of tbe 
choicest products of the soil, contain- 
ing many new varieties. Mr. Gregory's 
reputation for fair dealing and Integri- 
ty makes tbe warranty given with bis 
seeds of unmistakable value ; and no 
grower, either for profit or pleasure, 
should fail to secure one of these cats, 
legues, which are sent free en appltea- 


A Surprise. 
Mead has said, "The Chris- 
tian's privileges lie in proLouna, 
but his duty in adverbs ; it mast 
not be only eonwm (good,) bnt it 
must be bene (well ); that good 
must be rightly done." 

It ia certainly right, and ac- 
cording to the will of God, for 
members to try to make glad the 
heart, of their pastor, and the 
members of tbe Brethren church, 
of Somerset at., Johnstown, Pa., 
understand this and did their 
work not only good (bonum) but 
I they did it well (bene). 

Yes, it was rightly dooe; Or 
as young America would say, it 
was done up brown. Well I 
don't know whether you can 
think it or not, but actually about 
fifty to seventy-five of onr friends 
talked, plotted and arranged for 
several weeks without allowing 
a single whisper of it to reach 
tbe ears of myself or wife. But 
I must close this note. 

On Saturday evening, the 19th, 
while I was over in town for my 
mail, they entered my hoase, I 
don't know from how many 
points, but they all got there. I 
don't know what my wife did 
and she says she don't know. Bo 
I suppose that will ever be a mys- 
tery. But I can tell you what I 
did". I Cftme back in a hurry to 
read my letters to sister Sterling, 
and placing my hand on the 
latch of my door, I was startled 
by a confusion of voices within. 
I stopped, I looked through the 
glass in the door, I took in the 
situation and as calmly sa could 
be expected under the circum- 
stances, entered. 

Well, our table just groaned 
under what looked like an ava- 
lanche trom the Lord's store- 
house of temporal blessings, and 
every face told of a heart of love 
and well wishes that made our 
soul glad. And when a late hour 
came, we read and prayed to- 
gether and for each other and 
parted. Onr gratitude, which 
we cannot express, went with all 
who came and for the many who 
could not be present but sent 
their rich gifts. God bless as all. 
A. J . Sn*Lne, pastor. 
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